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MPBC 
Weekly 

Learning  
Opportunities 

 

Noon Day Prayer 

Via Free Conference Call  
Dial Number  

(712) 832-7000 
Access Code 7928416# 

Please make sure your phone is 
on mute. There is no need to 

announce yourself 

 

Sunday Morning Word Fuel 
Online  

(2 classes via Zoom) 
8:30 AM and 9:30 AM 

 
Monday Night Bible Study 

In-Person 7:30 PM 
Beginning July 

 
Wednesday Night  

Word Fuel with the Pastor 
(Bible Study) 

Facebook & YouTube 
7:00 PM 

 
Tuesday Night and  

Thursday Night Word Fuel 
(Bible Study) 

via Zoom 
7:00 PM 

 
 

* Check Realm for Zoom 
Links 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Women’s Virtual Tea  - June 11 
Class of 2022 Graduation Celebration - June 26 

 

Check Realm for official online invites and more information 
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When I originally wrote this letter it was about all the graduation pic-
tures I have seen on social media. Since we will honor our graduates 
in late June, I wanted to honor them on this space. 
 
Then on Saturday, May 14 in Buffalo, New York 18-year-old Payton 
S. Gendron shot and killed 10 people and wounded three others at a 
Tops Grocery Store. The attack was an act of Domestic Terrorism 
and was fueled by his hatred of African-Americans, Jews and others. 
The 10 victims, who were all black, were: 

• Roberta A. Drury of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 32 

• Margus D. Morrison of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 52 

• Andre Mackneil of Auburn, N.Y. – age 53 

• Aaron Salter of Lockport, N.Y. – age 55 

• Geraldine Talley of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 62 

• Celestine Chaney of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 65 

• Heyward Patterson of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 67 

• Katherine Massey of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 72 

• Pearl Young of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 77 

• Ruth Whitfield of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 86 
 
These were innocent people who were out grocery shopping on a Saturday afternoon. They were 
grandmothers and grandfathers, husbands and wives, sons and daughters. They were church goers. 
They were responsible citizens who did nothing to deserve what happened to them. 
 
It saddens me that in 2022 we are still dealing with these type of problems. We have a generation of 
young people who are being taught hate and bitterness. They didn’t grow up in the Jim Crowe south. 
They didn’t grow up in a segregated society. They didn’t grow up not seeing African-Americans suc-
ceed in life. In fact, they grew up in a time where we had an African-American President. Yet, they are 
being taught that hate is the way to go. Mix that hate with America’s ungodly gun laws and you have a 
recipe for disaster. 
 
I, like many of you are tired of going through this again. It was Fannie Lou Hamer who said “I’m sick 
and tired of being sick and tired”. How long will we have to go through this in this country? How long 
will we have to grieve and mourn over our loved ones. 
 
The only thing that gives me hope is the fact that Jesus said “I have overcome the world…”. No matter 
how bad it gets, He has the final word. That allows me to sleep at night in the midst of hurting once 
again.  
 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson Sr. 

From The Pastor’s Desk 

On Wednesday night, May 25th, in lieu of our regularly scheduled Mid-Week Word Fuel, there was a Special Time of Prayer. 

Included were prayers for our nation, our leaders, the Holy Spirit to flow on our nation, families who lost loved ones (in Buffalo, 

California,& Texas), witness of the Church and children & schools. The prayers may be viewed on the MPBC Facebook and 

YouTube pages.  

#WEBUILDHERE | #REBUILD2022 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Article Courtesy of Rev. Gwen Holoman 

Legacy Celebration 

On April 3, 2022, the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Family honored our eldest members and our 

living legacy members with a celebratory tribute to their years of faithful and dedicated member-

ship and service to the church and to the Kingdom of God. 

 
Church Mother and Deaconess Emeritus Etta Bush was recognized for 

her 80+ years of dedicated service.  She is one of the few remaining 

members that has actually attended services at all three Mount Pleas-

ant Baptist Church edifices.  She tells the story of our first church build-

ings.  In 1867, a white one-room hand-hewn log building was complet-

ed and used for Worship Services on Sunday and as a school during 

the week.  She shared how they strung lamps on each side of the 

church for lights and how they had a wood stove in the middle of the 

floor to keep them warm.   

   

Four major renovations of the church was completed not by an architectural firm but by some of its 

own faithful members.  We’re talking about faithful servants that GOD planted in this branch of Zi-

on. They used their GOD-given gifts and talents because of their LOVE for GOD and their church.  

Thank you Legacy Members for WALKING THE TALK. Thank you for demonstrating the love of 

CHRIST and how much you care about HIS people and HIS church.   

WHAT SHALL WE DO TO HONOR OUR LEGACY MEMBERS? 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Article Courtesy of Rev. Gwen Holoman 

(Legacy  - continued) 

 

You were not too lofty to serve, to roll up your sleeves or get your hands dirty:  to pour concrete 

and lay bricks, to plant and tend gardens whose harvest provided food for its members and those 

in need, to give of your time and resources, to donate church bells, to maintain them without being 

asked, to make stained glass windows, to cook all those delicious meals.   

Thank you for not only singing songs of praise but directing choirs at an early age.  Thank you for 

your outreach to the community.  Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents by teaching hun-

dreds of Bible Study and Sunday School classes, teaching young people and adults spiritual and 

practical application – including PC assembly and repair, sewing classes, and how to paint.   
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Article Courtesy of Rev. Gwen Holoman 

#WEBUILDHERE | #REBUILD2022 

(Legacy  - continued) 

 

 

Thank you for being LIVING EPISTLES… you stayed committed to your church while weathering the 

storms of life, and through tough or disappointing times.  Thank you for not only staying but for continu-

ing to serve, grow and pray for our church over so many years.  Did they do it for recognition or 

praise?  No.  Should we recognize them and thank them for their faithful service?  Absolutely.  GOD 

said in HIS Word – “Give honor and respect to whom its due.”  We celebrate and honor you as we 

respect the rich heritage and legacy of this church, the love shown, and the sacrifices you all have 

made. 

  ALL THE GLORY BELONGS TO GOD!  

 

BAPTISMS on APRIL 17 

Alicia Wiggins and Mariah Tolbert 
Photo Courtesy Dea. Carolyn Gregory 
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Resurrection Reflections 

Photos by Information Ministry 

#WEBUILDHERE | #REBUILD2022 

   

 
 

On Easter Sunday, our children and youth were once again able to do their Easter Speeches at a  
special 9:30 am service. Here are a few of the speakers, plus the group. 
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Easter Sunday Service 

#WEBUILDHERE     |    #REBUILD2022  

Photos by Information Ministry 
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MPBC Summer Camp Sessions 
 
 Week 1 June 27-July 1 
 
 Week 2 July 5 – July 8 
 
 Week 3 July 11- July 15 
 
 Week 4 July 18 – July 22 
 
 Week 5 July 25 – July 29 
 
 Week 6 Aug 1 – Aug 5 

Please check Realm (under Events) for regis-
tration dates, fees, etc. Before and After Care 
is available (additional fee). 

Contact Information: 

Rev. Shemetris Vital   

svital@mtpleasantbaptist.org or 

MPBCSUMMER-
CAMP@mtpleasantbaptist.org 

 

Virginia Private College Week 
 

The annual Virginia Private College Week will be held July 25-30, 2022, both in-person and virtual. Twenty-three 
private colleges and universities will host two daily information sessions for rising juniors, seniors, and their fami-
lies, as well as prospective transfer students. It is important to contact each college directly to make arrange-
ments for visits. The programs will include information sessions on academic and extracurricular programs, the 
admissions process, and financial aid/scholarships. If you participate (either in-person or virtual) at 3 or more of 
the participating colleges during this week, you will receive 3 application fee waivers, which can be used at any 
of the participating colleges – not just those that you visited. Go to cicv.org for additional information. Participat-
ing colleges are: 

Averett University 
Bluefield University 
Bridgewater College 
Eastern Mennonite University 
Emory & Henry College  
Ferrum College 
Hampden-Sydney College 
Hampton University 

Hollins University 
Liberty University 
Mary Baldwin University 
Marymount University 
Randolph College 
Randolph-Macon College 
Roanoke College 
Shenandoah University 

Southern Virginia University 
Sweet Briar College 
University of Lynchburg 
University of Richmond 
Virginia Union University 
Virginia Wesleyan University 
Washington & Lee University 

VIA ZOOM 
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The Mother’s Day holiday can be traced back to the late 19

th
 and early 20

th
 centuries, when activists 

and others called on mothers to support the community, help spread peace, and fight for women’s 
voting rights. Ann Reeves Jarvis was one of those organizers. After she died in 1905, her daughter, 
Anna Jarvis initiated Mother’s Day to pay homage to mothers for the many sacrifices made for their 
children.  
 
In 1908, Jarvis’ efforts led to the first Mother’s Day celebration which was held at her mother’s church 
in Grafton, West Virginia. After years more work, in 1914, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson established 
Mother’s Day as the second Sunday in May. 
 
However, mothers have been celebrated for thousands of years, dating back to some of the earliest 
civilizations. The honor we hold for mothers is embedded in society and the reason why mothers are 
held in such high regard today.  
 

Whether your mother is still here or has gone on to Glory, it’s hard to 
let the day past without acknowledging the sacrifice and love of  
mothers everywhere. 

 
 

 
 
 
Sonora Smart Dodd is credited with starting Father’s Day in the U.S. After her mother died, Sonora’s 
father was left to raise Sonora and five siblings. One Sunday, as she was listening to a sermon about 
Mother’s Day (as that holiday was just beginning to catch on), the idea for Father’s Day came to her.  
 
Sonora received local support for her idea and on June 19, 1910, the first Father’s Day was celebrat-
ed in Spokane, Wash. From 1924 to 1966, U.S. Presidents recognized the holiday, until 1972 when 
President Richard Nixon officially designated it as the third Sunday in June. 
 
Father’s Day took longer to take root across the country because at the time, men were the breadwin-
ners of the family and didn’t want money wasted on sentimental things like cards or flowers in their 
honor. But isn’t that just like fathers? Always looking at the big picture and leading with their head, 
when we know they have hearts of gold to match—even when they try to hide it. 
 

Fortunately, communities everywhere didn’t give up. Now, Father’s Day exists so we can continue to 
celebrate the men in our lives who for all they do, are deserving of our respect, 
affirmation, and love. 

 

Mother’s Day 

Father’s Day 

 #WEBUILDHERE | #REBUILD2022 
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2516 Squirrel Hill Road 
Herndon, Virginia 

703.793.1196 

Facebook MPBC YouTube Twitter 

MEMORIAL DAY 
 

 
 

REMEMBER AND HONOR 


