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GUEST SPEAKER:
Kevin M. Coleman
Kevin M. Coleman is the founder
of KMC Empowerment where he
provides empowering speeches,
leadership training, and coaching
to help make individuals and organizations successful.
Kevin knew that he had much to
offer those in leadership positions
to help make organizations not
only survive but thrive! This starts
with building relationships and
partnerships.
We are asking ALL Staff, Directors,
Ministers, Diaconate, Trustees,
Ministry Leaders and others who
are interested in the growth and
success of Mount Pleasant to
please be present.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Summer Camp— June 24th through August 9th
Strategic Planning Session—August 10, 2019
Pre-Anniversary Service—August 14, 2019
Pastor Anniversary—August 18, 2019
International Day—August 25, 2019
English Language Learners Class begins September 2019
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Pastor’s Corner July—August 2019

The Pastor’s Corner

I

t seems like this year is going by in a flash. We are over half
way done with 2019 and it is almost time to start preparing for
2020. Just seeing those numbers 2020 is simply amazing. I
can’t believe it was 20 years ago that we went into 2000 not knowing what to expect. I’m sure many of you got cash out the bank,
stocked up on water and canned goods and did other things; just
like I did. Well, at the end of the day we realized what we have always known: GOD IS IN CONTROL. 20 years later and I’m excitRev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson, Sr. ed about what God is doing.
As we prepare for 2020 I want each of you to start praying now
that our hearts, minds and souls get on one accord as we wait for what God has in store for the Mount
Pleasant Church.
Of course we don’t want to rush out of 2019 with work undone. Let us finish the second half of the year
strong. Committed to being the church that God would have us to be. Whether it’s our worship, mission opportunities, service to ministries or even our love towards one another; let us do our very best
to give God everything that we have so that we can hear those words “job well done.”
Another important part of our preparation for 2020 will be our Strategic Planning Meeting on August
10th. We will start at 9:00 AM with Praise and Worship. It is imperative that every leader, ministry leader and all interested in the growth of Mount Pleasant be there. Paul talked over and over again about
the importance of unity because he realized that was the only way for the church to be effective.
For us to be the church that I know we are capable of being, we must come together as one to continue to build the Kingdom of God.
#WEBUILDHERE■■■■
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Photos by Sis. Shellia McKan

MOUNT PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
CONGRATULATIONS
MPBC Christian Academy
graduating class of 2019
We are proud of you.
Job well done!
##WEBUILDHERE■■■■
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~GRADUATION SUNDAY ~
A Tribute to the Class of 2019
MPBC congratulates all 2019 Graduates. We are full of joy as we celebrate with our MPBC graduates, parents,
families and friends.
On Sunday, June 9th, we recognized 24 graduates (13 High School graduates, 8 undergraduates & 3 Master’s
Degree graduates).
Amidst a full house, our 2019 graduates entered the sanctuary led by our beloved Young Adults Pastor, Rev. Felicia D. Hawkins. As she led the processional marching in to Kirk Franklin’s “Love Theory” everyone, including
the congregation, had warm smiles and expressed great joy as the room filled with thunderous applause.
Our 2019 HS Graduates attended 11 different high schools and are getting ready to head out to 11 different colleges and universities pursuing a variety of different majors. We are working to connect the first year students
with any predecessors who may be matriculating at the same schools. Additionally, if you are an alumnus of
any of the schools please share your experiences and any helpful tips which will encourage them as well.

2019 high school GRADUATEs

Gary Bullard

Testimony Garrison

Justyn Bunkley

Alexander Harvey

Jala Byrd

Marchia Humphrise

Kyndall Donalson

Gabriel James

Makenzie Flake

Trinity Lavenhouse

#WEBUILDHERE■■■■

Jesse Lopez

Jahmia Marcelle

Payden Wilson

5

Article courtesy of Rev. Gwen Holoman; Photos courtesy of each graduate

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter

2019 college graduates

Princess Aghayere

Karamoko Lopez

Jordan Bedford

Brandon Martin

Linda Carmichael

Pamela Persons

Britney Green

Shonari A. James

Rev. Tess Powell
Curtis

Meyah Robinson

2019 Scholarship
Winners
Alexander Harvey
Jahmia Marcelle
Justyn Bunkley
Simone Sawyer

Mikayla Watt

Kyndall Donalson
Makenzie Flake
Marchia Humphrise
#WEBUILDHERE■■■■

Payden Wilson
Testimony Garrison
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2019 Graduate services—RECAP

Some of the 2019 MPBC Graduates

2019 MPBC Scholarship Winners

Gamma Phi Delta—Attended the Graduation Services and presented an offering for the MPBC Scholarship fund

.

Rev. Donalson and Deaconesses Mary Todd pose with
Gamma Phi Delta during Graduation Services in June
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MPBC 2019 Graduation Service

Article Courtesy of Sis. Francess Crowther
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Upcoming Mission Trips
Place: Sierra Leone
Date: September 26 - October 5, 2019
Point of Contact: Sister Francess Crowther
If interested contact Sister Crowther at
fcrowther@reawc.org
Quick fact about Sierra Leone—Sierra Leone is a
country in West Africa, on the Atlantic Ocean. It’s
known for the white-sand beaches lining the Freetown
Peninsula. The capital city, Freetown, commemorates the nation’s slave-trade history with
the Cotton Tree landmark and King’s Yard Gate. Both were known as places of refuge for
returned slaves in the 18th and 19th centuries. Nearby Bunce Island was a key departure
point during the slave trade.
Place: Kenya
Date: November 13 –27, 2019
Point of Contact: Bro. Sam Snyder or Rev. Denise
Snyder at 202 256-0635 or 703 6265948
Quick fact about Kenya— Kenya is a country in
East Africa with coastline on the Indian Ocean. It
encompasses savannah, lakelands, the dramatic
Great Rift Valley and mountain highlands. It's also
home to wildlife like lions, elephants and rhinos. From Nairobi, the capital, safaris visit the
Maasai Mara Reserve, known for its annual wildebeest migrations, and Amboseli National
Park, offering views of Tanzania's 5,895m Mt. Kilimanjaro. #WEBUILDHERE■■■■

8

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter

Article and photos courtesy of Shellia McKan

BLESSING CEREMONY
FOR NEW MPBC VAN ASSET

O

n Sunday
July 7,
2019
several members
of our church
attended the
dedication ceremony of the newly purchased van.
Deacon Rufus
Cason
(representing Diaconate) gave scripture
from the book of
James. Rev. Kela
Randle (representing
Ministers) gave scripture from 2 Corinthians 9:8, and Deacon Willie Hassell
(representing Trustees) offered prayer. #WEBUILDHERE■■■■

Fond Farewell!

O

Thanks for your service

n Sunday, June 16, 2019, the Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church family bid a fond farewell to Brother Leonard
Woodson. Leonard dutifully worked with the Security Ministry for several years. He and his family relocated to
Chicago last month. God Bless you and your family!
#WEBUILDHERE■■■■
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Article courtesy of Sis. D. Reid

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SALES TAX HOLIDAYS:
16 states are giving families a tax break
16 states are holding Back to School sales tax holidays. Alabama's holiday is first, with a three-day holiday kicking off on July 19th. Mississippi and Tennessee held their holidays the last week of July. The remaining states
have their back to school tax free holiday set for the beginning of August.
Alaska, Delaware, Montana, New Hampshire and
Oregon don't need a sales tax holiday to help get
ready for the new school year. Those states don't
have a sales tax, according to the Tax Foundation.
In some states, including Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Rhode
Island, most clothing is tax-free year-round.
#WEBUILDHERE■■■■

TAX FREE HOLIDAY FOR DMV
VIRGINIA
August 2-4 2019
What’s tax-free:
Clothing and footwear: $100 or less
School supplies: $20 or less
Hurricane and emergency preparedness products: Portable generators up to $1,000; gas-powered chainsaws
$350 or less; other specified hurricane preparedness items, $60 or less per item.
Energy Star and WaterSense products: $2,500 or less per item
Full list: www.tax.virginia.gov/virginia-sales-tax-holiday

MARYLAND
August 11-17 2019
What's tax-free:
Clothing and footwear: $100 or less
Backpacks: The first $40 is tax-exempt
Full list: https://taxes.marylandtaxes.gov

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
District Of Columbia doesn't have any sales tax holidays in 2019 #WEBUILDHERE■■■■
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Article & Photos courtesy of Sis. Fayola Lavenhouse

International Ministry Cookout
Thank You from the International Ministry

T

he International Ministry would like to express its sincere
appreciation and gratitude to Almighty God, our Senior
Pastor, Rev. Dr.
Kevin Donalson;
Directors of Family Life,
Rev. Michael and Deaconess Mona Benbow; the entire Mount Pleasant Baptist
Church family; our friends
and invited guests for all
their hard work and cooperation in helping to make
our 2019 picnic such a huge
success. This memorable event was held on June 22nd at Lake Fairfax
Park.

It takes many hands to make a large event, such as our annual picnic, an enjoyable one. We just want to say a
very big thank you to all the amazing people and volunteers who helped during our picnic day. This includes our
ministry ladies, especially to our sister Effie Stevens, for their work on all food preparation and picnic supplies.
Special thanks to Rev. Cal Spratley and Sister Ora for their special fish fry and thank you to our Brother Reginald
Wesley for the music of the day. Thanks to Rev. Walter Johnson for all the grilling expertise and thanks to Deacon Michael Thurman who set up all games and sporting activities. Both of them have helped us out for many
years and this event would not be the same without them. Emmanual Aghayere helped load, set up and clean
up, and in between he entertained all the kids in sporting activities. We
appreciate young people who
bless us with their time and positive energy.
The weather that day was perfect
and for the very first time there
was no rain. We are grateful for a
well-attended event. Thanks again
to everyone for coming out.
See you next year.
Rev. Sam Otchere
President International Ministry
#WEBUILDHERE■■■■
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Get Your Article In The Next Newsletter
—Here is how…..

The Inspiration Newsletter
The Inspiration newsletter is a bi-monthly publication for Mount Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC) family,
friends and the community. The goal for this publication is to provide our readers with timely and relevant
information about what MPBC is doing to spread God’s word. We pray and hope that everyone will find the
information in this issue informative and inspiring.
— God Bless.
To submit your articles for consideration, email them to the Information Ministry at
informationministry@mtpleasantbaptist.org by the 15th of the odd numbered months of the year.
Guidelines for submitting articles are:
1. All articles must be approved by your Ministry Director before submission.
2. Each article must be in a separate MS Word document in Arial font, 12 point
3. Each article must contain a working title at the beginning of the document followed by a byline then the article
itself.
4. Articles should be written in newsletter format with proper transitions and correct spelling and grammar.

5. Articles should answer who, what, when, where, why and how.
6. Be sure to include your contact information.
7. Do not embed graphics in the word document. Send as a separate attachment. #WEBUILDHERE■■■■

2516 Squirrel Hill Road
Herndon, Virginia
703.793.1196
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